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Calderdale LMC Advice — Vaccinations/Immunisations and HCA Consent

Following discussions at our LMC meeting this last week and several queries raised directly with us by practices, we
are providing the following interim guidance.

Current BMA Position

The BMA has confirmed that it is in active discussions with UKHSA regarding the 2025 National Minimum Standards
for Vaccination Training. The BMA will be issuing formal guidance shortly.

At present, the BMA has not issued any directive advising practices to stop HCAs/HCSWSs from administering
vaccinations.

BMA statement (5 November 2025):

“We’ll hopefully have something further on this shortly and we’re picking it up directly with the UKHSA.”

— Nick Duckworth, Senior Policy Advisor, BMA

Practices therefore do not need to remove HCAs from vaccination duties at this time, provided the UKHSA 2025
standards are followed.

Summary of the UKHSA 2025 Standards (With Page References)
UKHSA Publication available here

The UKHSA standards do not prohibit HCAs/HCSWs from administering vaccines. They set clear conditions for when
HCAs may vaccinate and specify which tasks remain the responsibility of a registered healthcare professional.

Permitted Activities (when all conditions are met)

Requirement UKHSA Quotation Page
“It is expected that these HCSWs will have achieved education and

Training to Level 3 . 6
raining to Leve training to Level Three...”
. - “HCSWs must continue to be supported and supervised by a registered and
Ongoing supervision . . ” 10
experienced healthcare professional...

Administration under PSD or PSD: delegated persons must be assessed as competent and delegated 11-
National Protocol appropriately 12
Registered clinician must perform  “It is outside the scope of practice of a HCSW to undertake a clinical 6

assessment assessment for vaccination...”

Registered clinician must obtain

. “It is outside the scope of practice of a HCSW to... take informed consent...” 6
informed consent

Prohibited Activities

Activity UKHSA Quotation Page
Use of PGDs “It is outside the scope of practice of a HCSW to... work to a PGD.” 6
Vaccination of infants/pre-school “It is not considered suitable for HCSWs to deliver injected vaccinations 67

children to infants and pre-school age children.”


https://www.calderdalelmc.com/

Vaccinating clinically complex patients “Not considered suitable... for individuals with complex medical or
. . . o ” 6-7
without RHCP review vaccination histories unless assessed by an RHCP.

Practical Position for Practices (Interim)

Until formal BMA guidance is issued, GP practices should continue to use HCAs/HCSWs for appropriate vaccination
activity, as long as the following requirements are met:

1. Avregistered clinician (GP, nurse, ANP or other RHCP) must carry out the clinical assessment and determine
suitability for vaccination.

2. Avregistered clinician must obtain informed consent. (BMA Guidance on Consent)

3. The legal authority for administration must be a Patient Specific Direction (PSD) or a National Protocol; HCAs
cannot work under PGDs.

4. The HCA/HCSW must be trained, competent, and appropriately supervised in line with UKHSA standards.

5. HCAs should not vaccinate infants, pre-school children or individuals with complex medical histories unless
pre-assessed and authorised by a registered clinician.

This approach remains compliant and consistent with UKHSA, CQC, NHS England and MHRA requirements.
Calderdale LMC Interim Recommendation

Calderdale LMC advises practices that HCAs/HCSWs may continue administering suitable adult vaccines under PSDs
or National Protocols where assessment and consent have been carried out by a registered clinician and where all
UKHSA 2025 training and supervision requirements are met. No immediate withdrawal of HCAs from vaccination

roles is required while awaiting the forthcoming formal guidance from the BMA.

The LMC will ensure that any further guidance provided by the BMA will be immediately shared with our practices
once published.

If you have any further questions, please contact the LMC office directly.


https://www.bma.org.uk/media/txrnpo3s/consent-and-refusal-by-adults-with-decision-making-capacity-guidance-updated-2025.pdf

